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THE WEATHER OF THE MONTH. 

P. C. DAY, Cl.i~~t.olo,&t and Chief of Division. 
[ D a w  Weather Bureau, Washingtan, Aprll 1,1916.6.1 

PRESSITRE. 

The distribution of the mean atmos heric pressure over 

tion of the winds are graphically shown on Chart VII, 
while the average values for the month at  the several sta- 
tions, with the de artures from the normal, are shown 
in Tables I and IIf. 

For the month as a whole the mean baronietric, pressure 
was below the normal in the eastern Canadian Provinces, 
the New England and Atlantic Coast States, east of the 
A palachian Mountains, and the coastal portions of 
d k i n g t o n ,  Oregon, and northern California, but in all 
other sections it was above the normal. The negative 
departures as a rule were small, the eatest values ap- 

the other hand, the positive departures were uite marked 

Mountain region. 
The month opened with relatively high pressure 

throughout practicallv all sections of the country, except 
in New England and the eastern Canadian Provinces, 
where it was near or slightly below the normal. The 
extensive high pressure area which covered the greater 
part of the country was replaced in most sections by some- 
what lower pressure toward the middle of the first decade; 
but pressure above the normal continuedgenerally through- 
out the second decade, except for an occasional low aren 
which crossed the country. However, during the third 
decade several rather extensive and well-defined low- m d  
high pressure areas followed one another at  rrither infre- 
quent intervals from the far West to the Atlantic. The 
month closed with relatiwly low pressure in all sectiml::, 
except in the extremenorthern portion of the Plains States, 
the upper Mississippi Valley, and the Canadian Pro1 Tinces 
to the northward, where it was near or somewhat ahow 
normal. 

The distribution of the highs and lows was gciierdh- 
favorable for wester1 winds in New En land, the Middle 

Ohio and Mississippi Valleys and Plains States, and 
northerly in the central Gulf States. Elsewhere varinblc 
winds prevailed. 

the United States and Canada and t !l e prevailing direc- 

pearing along the southern New Eng 7 and coaat, but, on 

in the western Plams States and the nort 5 ern Rocky 

Atlantic States, an 2 Lake region, nort % westerly in the 

TEMPERATURE. 

The month opened with temperature above the 8ver- 
awe in the Atlantic Coast States but with low readings in 
tge central and western districts. Tho cold area moved 
slowly eastward and temperatures below the nornial prc- 
vaileh in most sections east of the Rocky Mountains until 
the middle of the first week, freezin weather extending 

Toward the 
latter part of the week a second cold wave appeared in 
the Northwest and extended into the lower Missouri 
Valley and to the eastward, reaching the northeastern dis- 
tricts by the end of the week. 
During the earl part of the second week the tempera- 

ture waa above d e  average in the South and over the 

to the Gulf coast and northern Forida. B 

Fhmtum~, 1916 

Plains States, but colder weather obtained along the 
northern border, and during the next few days an area 
of low temperature nioved from the Northwest south- 
eastward to the Atlantic. Warmer weather appeared 
in the West about the end of the second week and gradu- 
ally overs read tho country to the eastward, but colder 

to muc,h warmer from the Mississippi Valley 
enstwar gave wT , although it continued cold in the northeast. No 
niarkcd c,hanges in temperature occurred during the 
fourth week until near its end, when colder weather ob- 
tained in the eastern and northeastern districts. The 
iiionth closed somewhat colder thau average in the east- 
ern and slightly warmer in the western districts. 

For the mont,h as a whole temperatures were below the 
normal in New England, the Lake region, and central 
valleys and above in the far western and southwestern 
States. 

weather fo B owed during the next, few days, which in turn 

of tho moiit,h in southern Texas. 

Arizona, while 
zero tem eratures were esperienced as far south as 

western Kansas, and at practically all stations in the 
Rocky Mountain region. 

southern K ennsylvanirt, t,lie central valley States, soutli- 

PRECJPlTATIO?r'. 

The month opened nit,li storniy weather but niostl!- 
light precipitation in the Eideiii Yttites, while through- 
out the central portion of the country fair weather pre- 
vailed, but on the 3d and 3d heavy sleet nnd snow 
occurred in the New En laud and Middle Atlantic States. 

North Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean, accompanied by 
enerdly light precipitnt,ion, escept in portions of 

bashington, Oregon, and Idaho, where heav snow fell. 

prevailed generally in the South. 
Early in the second week fairly heavy rain fell in the 

southeastern States and during the latter pnrt moderate 
precipitation occurred in portions of Texas and thence 
northeastward to the Ohio Valley. In  the northern part. 
of the countr light snow occurred almost daily during 
this week. d i r  weather prevailed in practically all sec- 
tions the third week, exce t for frequent li ht  snows from 
t,he Great Lakes eastwnrcfin the latter h d .  During the 
first half of the fourth week a low-pressure area moved 
from the South Pacific across the country, accompanied 
by li h t  recipitation in the Southwest, moderate rain in 
the &utIern States, except hea along the coast, and 
snow in the Ohio Valley and Yake region. Another 
storm area moved from the Pacific to the South Atlantic 
coast the latter part of the month, accom anied by mod- 

States. &e month closed with light rain in the North 

During the first week a f ow-pressure area moved from tho 

However, toward the latter part of the week H air weather 

erate preci itation and thunderstorms in t 1 e southeastern 
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Pacific and northern Plains States and from the Great 
Lakes southward and southeastward. 

The reci itation for the month as B wvliolc was quitp 

lions of Washington and Oremon, southern Idaho, most of 
New York, New Jersey, mi$ tlx? Ncu- Eiiglarid Stntos. 
In much of Tesas, eastern Colorado, :tiid N e w  Mexico 
nither no precipitation or only a tract! occurred; iiiid 
t,hroughout most of the remainder of tho western Plains 
States and eastern Rocky Mountain slope the precipita- 
tion was less than half ,an inch. 

Sn.owfaZZ.-There was R good snow cover in the estrem! 
Northern States throu hout most of the month, but in 

belt there was little snow 
covering and some damage residted. In tho estrenie 
Northwest,ern States unusuallv hesvy snows occurred, 
rind t i t  the close of the month lwge quant.ibies liad accu- 
mulated in the higher nioui~tnin regions; thus prospects 
of a plentiful su ply of wtiter for the coming growing 

mountam regons. 

general P P  v be ow the average, escept in the western por- 

much of the winter-wieat gi 

season were goo 1 in nearly all portions of the west,crn 
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GEKEKAL SUMMARY. 

The weather for the month was geiieriilly fttvortLble for 
outdoor operations in most of tho Youthnrn States, \)ut 
in the North it was general1 cold nnd disnweeable. 
The cold weather about the mi 2 d e  of the month Zid somr 
damage to truck i n  tht! South nnd to citrus hlooin in 
iiortherii Florida. 

The weather was favoritble for IL good ice harvest of 
rscellent quality in the northesstern States, but, farther 
south the amount harvested durin the winter is, on the 
arerage, less than will be require 5 . The month closed 
with niost of the Great Lakes harbors covered with ice. 
On the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and their tribu- 
tmies, however, but little ice remained escept. in tlic 
iiortherii ortions. Truck plmtiiigs in the South \vert' 
gcnerally f ater than usual, and in ths lower Mississippi 
Viillt*F farm op~rnt io l~s  werib c2~l:~yrd Ly flooil-. 

Average awwnulated depav-brre f o r  Februa y, 1916. 
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WEATBEE CONDITIONS IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
DURINQ FEBRUARY, 1916. 

The data presented are for Februa , 1915, and corn- 

with those appearin in the REVIEW for that month. 

ages of ressure, temperature, and the prevailing direc- 

the locations and courses of the more severe storms of the 
month. 

parison mid study of the same shoul K be in connection 

Chart IX (XLIV-20) s 5 lows for February, 1915, the aver- 

tion of t t e wind at Greenwich mean noon, together with 

PRESSURE. 

'fie mean atmospheric pressure for the month was in 
many respects considerably different from the normal as 
shown on the Meteorological Chart of the North Atlantic 
for February. The Azores high was about 10 degrees 
east of its usual position, but was of normal intensity. 
l'wo highs were located in the ertstern part of the United 
States, tho first With a crest of 30.15 inches central near 
Charlotte, N. C., the eastern boundary extending along 
tho coast from New York to northern Florida. The 
second high, of limited extent and the same intensit WBS 
central in iiortliern New York, separated from the &t by 
a slight depression. The greatest difference in the pres- 
sure conditions from tlie normal is shown in the osition 
of the IceJandic. low of 29.1 inches central near P atitude 
5s' N., longitude 10' W., where the normal ressure is 

locn tion. 
39.7 inches and about 10 degrees southeast o lp its usual 

tlistniice f etwoon the Azores hioh and the Icelan iL 'c low 

CjTOILYB. 

The l i~r e diflerence in pressure and compurativd short 

wore res oiisible for tho unuvuafnumber of gales on that 
)art of $e ocean Letween the two great centers of action. 
kii the w-atcrs west of the 50th meridian, the number of 
gales was, as B i de ,  above the normal, but in others the 
number was below. The month was noted for the large 
cliffertsicrs in general conditions between the first and last 
pricrcls. A good esaniple of this may be shown in the 
.i-degrec acpare between the 45-50th parallels and the 
10-15tli meridians, d ie re  the normal ercentage of gales 
of 4s miles er hour and over is 18. g r  February, 1915, 

of 50. Nine of these gales occurred in the h t  decade of 
tho month, four in the second, and only one in the last eight 
days. In the wnters ndjacent to the American coast the 
number of gales was somewhat above the normal, and 
they were as a rule fairly well distributed throughout the 
month, dthough between the 30--40th parallels and west 
of the 60th meridian, where the percentage ranged from 11 
to 39, they all occurred after the 16th. 

Three storm tracks are shown on Chart IX, although 
there wore a number of disturbances whose courses were 
either too irregular to chart or it was im ossible to plot 

vations. 
On Februarv 1 a low (I on Chart IX) was central near 

latitude 5 3 O  fl., lon itude 30' W. There were but few 
observations receive % north of the center and the heaviest 
winds evidently prevailed in the southwest quadrant, 
where several vessels reported west and northwat gales 
of from 50 to 75 miles per hour, with snow and hail. It 
then moved a short distance in a southwesterly direction, 
and on the 2d was near latitude 50°, longitude 33'. The 
steamship Pretorkn (Brit.), about 5 degrees south of the 
center, reported a barometer reacling of 27.83 inches, and 
the steamship O o s t d y k  (Dtch.),near by a t  the time, one of 

gales were o YI servod in this square on 14 days, a percentage 

their positions accurately on account o P lack of obser- 


